
The Sustainable Wine Roundtable
Introduction to the SWR Global Reference Standard 



● PURPOSE - To develop global agreement on a definition of sustainable 

wine that fully embraces the well-known concept of sustainability as 

an integrated suite of practices that protects and regenerates the 

environment, conserves natural resources, advances the well-being of 

workers and local communities, demands ethical business practices, 

facilitates prosperity and enhances product quality.

● GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE - Global. Easily and effectively adaptable to 

local conditions.

● VALUE CHAIN-SCOPE - Vineyards and wineries.

INTRODUCING THE SWR GLOBAL REFERENCE STANDARD 

BUILDING A COMMON VISION FOR SUSTAINABLE WINE

WHAT IS THE SWR 
GLOBAL REFERENCE 

STANDARD?  



WHAT TOPICS WILL THE SWR GLOBAL STANDARD COVER?  

SHARE RESPONSIBILITY AND BENEFITS FOR WINE PRODUCERS, MARKETERS AND CONSUMERS 

THE SWR GLOBAL REFERENCE STANDARD WILL COVER ALL SOCIAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES 

● Sustainability business case
● Vineyard and winery management 

plans
● Legal compliance
● Climate adaptation, mitigation
● Soil health and conservation
● Water, optimal use
● Integrated Pest Management
● Habitat conservation
● Biodiversity protection
● Pollution control

• Workers’ rights and benefits
• Social equity, equality and 

inclusion
• Neighbors and community 

relations
• Waste reduction, reuse, recycling
• Energy efficiency
• Sustainable purchasing
• Air quality
• Transparency, efficiency
• Credible marketing claims



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SWR GLOBAL STANDARD 

PIONEERING COLLABORATIVE ACTION IN WINE SUSTAINABILITY

● A holistic approach - Including all elements of environmental stewardship, social equity, 

and economic viability.

● Global in scope - Adaptable to local conditions.

● Science-based and outcome oriented - Rigorous yet practical.

● Integrates decades of experience - From standards holders and certification programmes in 

other sectors such as coffee, tea and cocoa. 

● Facilitates - Innovation, ambition and continuous improvement.

● Builds on - The best existing sustainable wine standards and initiatives.

● Aligned with International sustainability frameworks - Relevant to ISO standards, the 

OIV and FIVS standards, WTO Technical Barriers to Trade, ILO human rights conventions, 

ESG reporting guidelines and other requirements.



THE SWR STANDARD WILL MEET THE ISEAL CREDIBILITY PRINCIPLES 

THE MOMENTUM FOR CHANGE IS CLEAR AND GROWING - BE PART OF THE MOVEMENT!

Source: ISEAL Credibility Principles 

AN INTERNATIONAL REFERENCE FOR STANDARDS AND 
CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

https://www.isealalliance.org/defining-credible-practice/iseal-credibility-principles


The SWR  global standard will represent the wine 
community’s consensus on exactly what 
sustainability means and how it is implemented 
and measured, providing you with clear and 
credible guidance to get your vineyards and 
wineries on the sustainability pathway.

Set your own goals, make sustainable management 
plans, measure progress and promote your 
innovations.

Compare existing standards to the SWR global 
reference standard. If no local standard is available 
or suitable, the SWR standard can be adapted to 
meet your needs.

REINFORCE YOUR CREDENTIALS AS A PIONEER IN SUSTAINABILITY

BENEFITS OF JOINING AS A PRODUCER

The SWR is raising awareness about sustainable 
wine, expanding markets for producers who are 
employing regenerative, climate-smart, socially 
just and environmentally sound practices.

Gain access to information on best practices, 
tools, training and reliable partner organizations 
and up-to-date information on what buyers 
demand, consumers favor and society expects.

Facilitates regulatory compliance and reinforce 
your green credentials with consumers, 
commercial buyers and the local community. 



ENGAGING EXISTING SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAMS AND GROWING THE ROUNDTABLE

BENEFITS TO STANDARDS HOLDERS AND CERTIFICATION 
PROGRAMMES 

Learn from each other and from similar 
programs in other farm-based products such as 
coffee, tea and cocoa.          

Keep your program up to date and aligned with 
the best practices and protocols in standard 
setting, auditing, certification, ecolabeling, 
record-keeping and transparency.

Agree with the other systems on common 
metrics to measure and report progress and 
contribute to the SWR global standard, ensuring 
that it reflects your experience, innovations and 
values.

Benchmark your scheme against the 
comprehensive global standard, win SWR 
accreditation and thus gain improved acceptance 
by commercial buyers and make your ecolabel 
resonate with consumers worldwide.

Collaborate with other schemes in tackling 
common challenges, from climate chaos to soil and 
water management, biodiversity conservation, 
agrochemicals, and social, labor and community 
issues.

Keep better informed about market demands and 
consumer trends.



SHARING THE COSTS, THE WORK AND THE BENEFITS

BENEFITS FOR RETAILERS AND OTHER MARKET ACTORS 

Clarity on how to identify responsibly produced 
wine.

Clear, reliable, evidence-based and tailored 
guidance in navigating the increasingly complex 
array of sustainability issues, trends and claims 
affecting wine production and marketing. 

Assistance in making your sustainable wine 
sourcing guidelines more practical, 
comprehensive and meaningful; consistent with 
sustainable wine principles; and up to date with 
the rapidly evolving sustainability challenges and 
solutions.

Expert review of existing ecolabels, certifications 
and claims in wine. 

The global standard for sustainable wine – will 
serve as an authoritative reference to which 
retailers can benchmark certification schemes, 
marketing claims and your own sourcing 
standards.

Demonstrate contributions to the SDGs.  Manage 
risks and meet regulations on agrochemicals, 
Scope 3 emissions and social/labor issues.



For general enquiries, please contact:

Tom Owtram 

Outreach and Development Manager 

Email: tom@swroundtable.org

Website: www.swroundtable.org 

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH

BE PART OF THE JOURNEY TOWARDS GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY 

mailto:tom@sustainablewine.co.uk
http://www.swroundtable.org

